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WWBIC Bulletin No. 22               Sep 2014 

 

 Hello to all and welcome to  the 22nd edition of the WWBIC  Bulletin, for September 2014, it’s a bit longer 

than previous editions but I hope that doesn’t put anyone off reading. Kate is now on maternity leave so I  

have temporarily taken over putting the Bulletin together while she is away. Hope you all enjoy reading 

and many thanks to all who have contributed articles and photographs. 

Robert Shaw, WWBIC 

WWBIC Data Holdings Update 

Greater Butterfly Orchid (Platanthera chlorantha) at Dyfed Permaculture Farm Trust, 
WWBIC Carmarthenshire recording day 2014 ©Kate Smith 

WWBIC currently holds 1,222,837 records in our Recorder 6 Database and there are 1,118,739 records in 
the GIS reporting species layer. This is up from 1,184,108 and 1,093,339 respectively at our last newslet-
ter. 
 
Since the last Newsletter we have received datasets large and small from: Vaughn Matthews, Arthur 
Chater, TerrAqua Eccological Services Ltd, Bob Haycock, Lizzie Wilberforce, Chloe Griffiths, Scott Roe, 
Adrian Pugh, Pembrokeshire Rivers Trust, Rob Colley, Michael Woods Associates, Deborah Sazer, Theresa 
Greenaway and Robin Taylor among others, thank you to all who have submitted records.  
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Ceredigion Moth Recording Update 

 
Moth recording in Ceredigion 
The county moth group now has a 
Blog on which recorders can post 
details, including photographs, of 
any moths which may be of inter-
est. The ability to post photo-
graphs is a very useful way of 
gaining feedback about the 
moths, particularly useful when  

confirmation of identification is 
required. This is a valuable tool 
for beginners who are not so con-
fident of their identification skills. 
Anyone may add comments re-
garding any individual post, but 
we also have several experienced 
moth-ers who regularly check the 
blog, so help with identification 
will be reasonably quick. The blog 
can be viewed by visiting: http://
ceredigionmoths.blogspot.co.uk/ 
or by searching for "Ceredigion 
moths" in Google or other search 
engine. 

This year's warm, drier weather 
has been good for moths and 

there have been some notable 
species reported on the blog. 
Seven species which are rated as 
nationally scarce have been re-
corded: Waved carpet (Hydrelia 
sylvata), Double line (Mythimna 
turca), Blomer's rivulet (Discoloxia 
blomeri), Rosy marsh moth 
(Eugraphe subrosea), Four-
spotted footman (Lithosia 
quadra), Shore wainscot 
(Mythimna litoralis), and Marsh 
oblique-barred (Hypenodes humi-
dalis 

A Word About Micro Moths 
In the past micro recording in the 
county has been restricted to the 
efforts of visiting entomologists, 
but  since the publication of Phil 
Sterling and Mark Parsons, Field 
Guide to Micro Moths,  just about 
two years ago now the interest in 
these ‘little brown jobs’ has in-
creased.  Richard Lewington’s  
great artwork showing the moths 
in their natural resting pose has 
made identification much easier 
and even some people who have 
been ‘mothing’ for years and used 
to say “oh I just chuck them out”, 
are having a go. 
Since the appearance of this book  

 
we have had a few county first 
recorded. All of these records 
have been verified and confirmed, 
in some cases by genitalia deter-
mination.  Verification of new re-
cords is most important as so 
many micro moths look similar 
and indeed in some cases cannot 
be identified to a species by any 
other means.  Please do not let 
this put you off!  Hang on to your 
moth if possible, they are fine in 
the fridge for a few days, or take a 
photograph and contact the 
County Recorder via email or the 
‘blog’.  We always welcome re-
cords. 
 
Ina Smith, County Moth Recorder 
(micros) 
Tony Allenby,  Blog Administrator 

Shore wainscot inhabits coastal sand-dunes 
and has been recorded fairly regularly at Ynys-
las in the north of the county. ©Tony Allenby 

The Rosy marsh moth (Eugraphe subrosea) is 
classified as a Red Data Book (RDB) endan-
gered species. Its strongholds are the bogs of 
Cors Caron and Cors Fochno.  ©Tony Allenby 

Marsh oblique-barred, as its name suggests, 
inhabits wet places like bogs, marshes, and 
water meadows, but they are reputed to 
travel some distance from their site when 
weather conditions are right. Earlier this year, 
on very warm nights, these moths appeared in 
Aberystwyth and Aberporth. ©Tony Allenby 

Recording News 

http://ceredigionmoths.blogspot.co.uk/
http://ceredigionmoths.blogspot.co.uk/
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Since 2004, Sea Trust, the Fish-
guard based marine conservation 
group, have been recording and 
monitoring the marine wildlife 
around the Pembrokeshire Coast. 
Specialising in recording and 
monitoring cetaceans (Whales, 
Dolphins and Porpoises but also 
focusing on conservation and pro-
tection of all our fantastic marine 

wildlife, “Local People looking af-
ter their marine wildlife” is our 
slogan and aim.  
 
This stems back to the dark days 
of the Sea Empress oil spill which 
highlighted lots of knowledge 
gaps about our marine environ-
ment and biodiversity. It became 
obvious that without people get-
ting out to sea or recording sight-
ings from the shore those knowl-
edge gaps would continue to 
widen. So as a Wildlife Trust 
member and supporter I offered 
to form a marine section based 
here in Pembrokeshire.  
 
Sea Trust as we became known 
went from strength to strength, 
with our porpoise watch events at 
Strumble Head, small boat sur-
veys and ferry surveys aboard the 
“Stena Europe”. Our volunteers 
give slide shows all around the 
county and hundreds of local peo-
ple have volunteered with us over  

 
the past ten years and continue to 
do so. Thanks to our longstanding 
partnership with Stena Line our 
ferry survey routes now include 
Fishguard to Rosslare, Holyhead 
to Dublin and new for this year 
Rosslare to Cherbourg in France.   
 
Our biggest challenge to date, 
came a couple of years ago when 
the council was thinking to close 
the Ocean Lab in Fishguard Har-
bour. We negotiated with them 
and development company Cony-
gar to keep it open and use it as a 
base to develop a marine exhibi-
tion alongside the café and soft 
play area that form a hub for our 
community. We were successful 
in doing so, saving existing jobs 
and even creating two new jobs. 
In doing so we reformed into a 
“Not for profit” Community Inter-
est Company.  

 
The Ocean Lab is now the centre 
of our operations, open seven 
days a week summer and winter. 
A steady stream of visitors from 
all over the world (also many lo-
cals) visit our exhibition of local 
marine wildlife with volunteers 
conducting tours giving a unique 
view of our work and Pembroke-
shire’s marine wildlife. On Sun-
days, Silent World 2U visit with 
their reptiles, snakes and creepy 

crawlies adding a different dimen-
sion to what we offer. 
 
Although most of our effort is lo-
cally focused, we are founder 
members of the European Ceta-
cean Monitoring Coalition repre-
senting Wales and also represent 
Wales in the World Cetacean Alli-
ance. This year we will be publish-
ing a report based on ten years of 
month by month survey work 
aboard the Stena Europe. It will 
be the longest running and most 
comprehensive survey of cetace-
ans ever undertaken in Welsh wa-
ters and for the first time we have 
a seasonal view of their comings 
and goings! 
 
All our records are converted to 
ArcView GIS and made available 
to all through West Wales Biodi-
versity Information Centre. To see 
what we are up to or find out 
more about us see our website or 
on Facebook or our Whales in 
Wales blog! 
 
www.seatrust.org.uk 
Telephone: 01348874737 
Email: seatrustwales@gmail.com or 
info@seatrust.org.uk 

 
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter 

 
S u pp o rted  by  N a tu ra l  Res o u rces 
Wales, Environment Wales and the Welsh  
Government 

Sea Trust, Pembrokeshire’s marine conser-
vation group is ten years old and going 
strong! 

Recording News 

©Sea Trust 

©Sea Trust 

http://www.seatrust.org.uk/
mailto:seatrustwales@gmail.com
mailto:info@seatrust.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Sea-Trust/532791560088466
https://twitter.com/SeaTrustWales
http://naturalresourceswales.gov.uk/splash?orig=/
http://naturalresourceswales.gov.uk/splash?orig=/
http://www.environment-wales.org/
http://wales.gov.uk/splash?orig=/
http://wales.gov.uk/splash?orig=/
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Last month saw the UK’s National 
Moth Night take place between 
the 3rd and 5th of July. An event 
was organised in Pengelli Forest 
nature reserve with a keen group 
of moth enthusiasts from the 
north Pembrokeshire Moth Group 
that included Tony Lewis, the 
county’s moth recorder. The 
event started at 8.30pm and fin-
ished at 1.30am with weather 
conditions pretty much perfect for 
a good showing of moths. A total 
of four moth traps were used, two 
Robinson MV 125W traps, one 
Skinner MV 125W trap and one 
Actinic 15W trap. One might say 
that is overkill yet spaced a good 
distance away from each other, 
they soon started to show results.  
 
We weren’t disappointed with 
numbers as hundreds of moths 
flocked to the light traps through-
out the evening and by the end of 
the event 90 different species 
were recorded of which 10 were 
new to the reserve. The ‘scotch 
smudge’ (Rhigognostis incar-
natella) was of particular interest 

as to date the only Welsh records 
were from Newport and Felindre 
Farchog, areas not too far from 
the reserve. Pengelli Forest is now 
an additional site for this moth yet 
all records for this species still 
only in exist in Pembrokeshire. 
Other species noted included the 
spectacular elephant hawk-moth 
(Deilephila elpenor) and the beau-

tiful golden Y (Autographa pul-
chrina). There were plenty of 
‘micro moths’ and those of you 
who know something about 
mothing will understand how dif-
ficult it can be to identify these 
smaller species. I am just glad that 
the experts did although there 
was some minor disagreement at 
times! 
 
Nathan Walton, Wildlife Trust Offi-
cer, Pembrokeshire 
 
Wildlife Trust of South and West 
Wales 
 
www.welshwildlife.org  

 

National Moth Night in Pengelli Forest 

Beautiful Golden Y (Autographa pulchrina) ©Mike Snow 

Elephant Hawk-moth (Deilephila elpenor) ©Mike Snow 

Recording News 

http://www.welshwildlife.org/
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WWBIC Recording Days Summary 

Recording News 

Four recording days have taken 
place to date over Summer 2014, 
one in each of the counties in 
West Wales covered by WWBIC 
(and an extra one in Pembroke-
shire). 
 
1st Pembrokeshire Recording Day  
This took place at Greenhill Farm, 
Pwllcrochan (central GR 
SM925021) on 22nd May with kind 
permission from Pembroke 21C 
Community Interest Company 
which has leased the site for the 
past year. 
 
The site is 21 acres of former in-
tensive dairy farm land, which had 
lain fallow for a number of years 
before Pembroke 21C leased the 
site. The site includes a number of 
habitats: improved pasture, 
broadleaf woodland, ponds, 
hedgerows, scrub and reed beds 
which is currently being brought 
back into active management with 
plans for it to become a site with 
high biodiversity including or-
chards, hay meadows and mixed 
horticulture. 
 
The day was very wet with near 
constant rain but never the less 

there was a very good attendance 
of recorders with a fair number of 
records generated throughout the 
day and via moth trapping the 
night before. This included two 
recently fledged tawny owls (Strix 
aluco) seen in daylight perched 
together close to an owl box. 
While the site was not the most 
diverse of locations, the records 
generated will provide an impor-
tant baseline to measure the im-
proving biodiversity across the 

site in years to come. 
 

Carmarthenshire Recording Day  

This took place at Dyfed Per-
maculture Farm Trust near Dre-
fach Felindre (central GR 
SN353366) on 1st July with kind 
permission of the Trust which has 
owned the site for 16 years and 
Michelle and Philip who have 
been there for the past 8 years. 
This is a 20 acre site farm site in-
cluding 6 acres of original neutral 
hay meadow along with 3 acres of 
woodland, pasture and mature 
hedgerows, all sympathetically 
managed and organically farmed 
for the past 35 years. 
 
A wide number of species were 
recorded on the day. Standout 
flowering plants included tens of 
Greater Butterfly Orchid 
(Platanthera chlorantha, pictured 
on page 1) as well as four other 
orchid species (Dactylorhiza fuch-
sii, D. incarnata, D. maculata, D. 
praetermissa), two further sub-
species and a single example of 
hybrid Southern Marsh-orchid x  

Carmarthenshire Recording Day - Species rich neutral hay meadow, Dyfed 
Permaculture Farm Trust ©Kate Smith 

Ceredigion Recording day - Recorders hard at work in the morning rain, 
Rhippinllwyd, Cwm-cou ©Kate Smith 
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H e a t h  S p o t t e d  O r c h i d 
(Dactylorhiza x hallii) found. In 
total Richard and Katie Pryce re-
corded 176 plant species across 
the whole site. Seven species of 
butterfly were recorded on site as 
well as many moths including  a 
Yellow Shell (Camptogramma bi-
lineata), pictured. 
 
Ceredigion Recording Day  
This took place at Rhyppinllwyd, 
Cwm Cou near Newcastle Emlyn 
(approximate central GR 
SN285428) on 27th June with kind 
permission from Anthony and 
Laurel Brooklin.  
 
This was a complex site of three 
a m a l g a m a t e d  f a r m s 
(Rhippinllwyd, Y Gaer and Tan-y-
Graig) comprising approximately 
150 acres. The farm is situated in 
the narrow steep sided point of 
an otherwise shallow glacial valley 
and contains numerous features 
of interest both from a biodiver-
sity and a historical angle. These 
include rivers and streams, old 
and new woodland, scrub, quar-
ries, dry and marshy grasslands as 
well as the remains of an Iron-age 

fort and a Norman Motte and Bai-
ley. The farm as a whole was de-
scribed by recorders as an excel-
lent example of good manage-
ment. 
 
The weather was mixed with 
some showers in the morning but 
a sunny afternoon. Some interest-
ing species recorded on the day 
were approximately 20 Twayblade 
Orchids (Neottia ovata) in a single 
location, Great Horsetail 
(Equisetum telmateia),  Myosotis 
discolour subsp. dubia and Hybrid 

Soft Rush x Compact Rush (Juncus 
x kern-reichgeltii). Steve Cham-
bers recorded 112 Lichen and 
Lichenicolous Fungi species and 
Arthur Chater 206 plant species 
on site. Six butterfly species were 
recorded on site as well as Broad-
bodied Chaser (Libellula de-
pressa), Azure Damselfly 
(Coenagrion puella) and Large Red 
Damselfly (Pyrrhosoma nym-
phula). 

 
2nd Pembrokeshire Recording 
Day 
This recording day took place on 
21st August at Gupton Farm, near 
Freshwater West (central GR 
SR891996), with kind permission 
from the National Trust. This site,  
newly returned to National Trust 
management in 2013, includes 
former arable land containing 
many rare arable plants, reed-
beds, dunes and stabalised dunes 
and parts of the Castlemartin 
Corse SSSI. 
 
The highlight of the day was when 
Annie and Bob Haycock spotted a 
Shrill Carder Bee (Bombus 
(Thoracombus) sylvarum) while on  
part of Castlemartin Course.  

Pembrokeshire Recording Day - Spring Fieldcap (Agrocybe praecox) on chip-
pings at Greenhill Farm ©Kate Smith 

Carmarthenshire Recording Day—Yellow Shell (Camptogramma bi-
lineata), Dyfed Permaculture Farm Trust ©Kate Smith 

WWBIC Recording Days Summary (cont.) 

Recording News 
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Pictured below is a number of 
people looking at it (unfortunately 
I didn’t get a picture of the bee 
itself!).  
 
Two moth traps were left out the 
night before by Robin Taylor and 
John Steer with the one closest to 
Castlemartin Corse yielding the 
largest number including Archer’s 
Dart (Agrotis vestigialis) and Cres-
cent (Celaena leucostigma). Plant-
wise it was relatively late in the 
season, though I was pleased to 
see Small  
Nettle (Urtica urens) and Musk 
Thistle (Carduus nutans). The day 
was very well attended despite 
some rather variable weather. 
 
 Many thanks to all recorders who 
attended these WWBIC recording 
days and made them a success 
and to landowners for permis-
sions to record on their land and 

we hope to see you all again at 
future WWBIC recording days. 
 
If you have any feedback on the 

WWBIC recording days or you 

have a particular site which you 

feel would be interesting to hold a 

future recording day on you can 

contact me via email: 

Robert@westwalesbiodiversity.org.uk 

 

Robert Shaw, WWBIC 

Kate Smith, WWBIC 

Elephant hawk-moth (Deilephila elpenor) caterpillar ©Robert Shaw 

Everybody looking hard at a Shrill Carder Bee (Bombus (Thoracombus) sylvarum) ©Robert Shaw 

WWBIC Recording Days Summary (cont.) 

Recording News 

mailto:robert@westwalesbiodiversity.org.uk
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WWBIC New Recruits 

WWBIC News 

 
Congratulations to Kate and Pete 
Smith 
Congratulations to Kate and Pete 
Smith, who have just had their 
first child,  and to the family. The 
baby is well and we will look for-
ward to seeing her back at 
WWBIC in around 12 months.  
 
 
 

 
WWBIC Staff Changes 
As a result of this we have re-
cruited an acting Species Data 
Officer to cover her role for the 
next 12 months so we would like 
to welcome Robert Shaw, for-
merly of South East Wales Biodi-
vers ity  Records Centre 
(SEWBReC), to the office.   
 
 

 
Volunteers Wanted 
WWBIC is always looking for new 
volunteers. If you or someone you 
know is interested in giving some 
time once a week to your local 
record centre, or trying to get vital 
experience to pursue a career in 
the environmental sector feel   
free to get in touch with          
Colin to discuss opportunities:  
colin@westwalesbiodiversity.org.uk 

 
The project pilot we introduced in 
bulletin No. 20 has been running 
in Hayscastle, Pembrokeshire 
since its launch last year and has 
yielded some 2000 records for the 
6x6 1km grid  which the Hayscas-
tle Environment Group selected 
as their target area for recording.   
At the time of writing they are 
being transferred to a spread-
sheet by volunteer Charis Russell- 
 
Smith and she is now approxi-
mately half way through.  We first 
met Charis in May at the Pem-

brokeshire Biodiversity Partner-
ship event in St Davids after Clare 
Flynn and I gave a short soapbox  
 
session on the project, definitely a 
networking success for us and 
PBP. Our thanks to Charis who will 
shortly be returning home after 
her year volunteering with the  
 
National Trust in Pembrokeshire.  
When we have completed this 
phase of the project a short re-
port will be prepared for the sup-
porting partners, however HEG 
are keen to carry on recording 

which is a marvellous outcome for 
everyone. 
We would like to roll out the 
Square Challenge to other areas 
and to this end have recently met 
with Isabel Macho, Biodiversity  
 
Officer for Carmarthenshire 
County Council  and Leanne Bird, 
Senior Ecologist with Ceredigion 
to look at expanding the project 
across all three counties and have 
registered the project with Envi-
ronment Wales. 
 
Colin Russell, Manager, WWBIC 
 

Square Challenge Update 

This Pine ladybird (Exochomus quadripus-
tulatus) was one of 6+ recorded on gorse 
by Vaughn Matthews of WTSWW, near 
Newgale, Pembrokeshire in March 2014. 
This species appears to be rarely re-
corded in West Wales and this is our first 
record for Pembrokeshire here at 
WWBIC. 

Interesting Species Records 

Pine Ladybird (Exochomus quadripustulatus) ©Vaughn Matthews 

mailto:colin@westwalesbiodiversity.org.uk
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WWBIC Dragonfly Identification Training Report 

 
Thanks to our Wales Biodiversity 
Partnership funding, we were able 
to hold a dragonfly identification 
training session in Carmarthen-
shire at the National Botanic Gar-
dens of Wales, Llanarthne.  This 
was held in the ideal spot, the 
Aqualab, perched as it is above 
one of the ponds and surrounded 
by water.  Led by Dr Deborah 
Sazer, we had the benefit of good 
weather and in the outdoor ses-
sion, the extensive network of 
ponds and other habitats gave us 
the opportunity to closely observe 
and record nine species of drag-
onflies and damselflies, including; 
Broad-bodied chaser (Libellula 

depressa), Emperor (Anax imper-
a t or ) ,  Com mo n  D a rt er 
(Sympetrum striolatum), Beautiful 
Demoiselle (Calopteryx virgo), 
Common blue damselfly 
(Enallagma cyathigerum)  and 
Emerald damselfly (Lestes 
sponsa).  NBGW is really a great 
place to see species from this or-
der and I would recommend it to 
anyone who wants to improve 
their identification skills and to 
have the lovely surroundings and 
facilities is an added bonus. 
 
Colin Russell, Manager, WWBIC 

A big thank you to all who have contributed, both to the newsletter itself and records to WWBIC 
and to all who attended and took part in WWBIC’s recording and training days this year. 
 
If you have any comments or feedback regarding this newsletter please email: 
colin@westwalesbiodiversity.org.uk or phone the WWBIC office on 01994 241468  

Final Words 

Common blue damselfly (Enallagma cyathigerum) ©Colin Russell 

Hard at work Dragonfly spotting at the National Botanic Garden of Wales  
©Colin Russell 

West Wales Biodiversity Information Centre  

@wwbic1  

WWBIC News 

mailto:colin@westwalesbiodiversity.org.uk

