WWBIC Bulletin No. 24

Oct 2015

Hello to all and welcome to the 24th edition of the WWBIC Bulletin, for Autumn 2015. Inside you’ll find a
great range of articles focused on recording activities in West Wales over 2015 as well as our yearly roundup of WWBIC activities. Happy reading everyone.
Robert Shaw, WWBIC

Two Small Tortoiseshell butterflies (Aglais urticae) on Buddleja davidii, often known as Butterfly Bush
just outside the WWBIC office ©Kate Smith

WWBIC Data Holdings Update
WWBIC currently holds 1,839,871 records in our Recorder 6 Database and there are 1,592,475 records in
the GIS reporting species layer. This is up from 1,666,215 and 1,421,624 respectively at our last newsletter; this continues the recent trend of significant increases in data holdings.
WWBIC would like to thank the following idividuals and organisations who have provided data since the
last newsletter.
Individuals: Annie Haycock, Arthur Chater, Bob Haycock, Carolyn Palmer, David Redhead, Dorian Baverstock, Emily Foot, Ian Morgan, Ina Smith, John Steer, Kath Pryce, Lin Gander, Mike Snow, Richard Pryce,
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WWBIC Data Holdings Update (cont.)
Robert Shaw, Ron Elliott, Sally Hall, Sam Bosanquet, Stephen Palmer, Steve Chambers, Tony Allenby, Tony
Lewis, Vaughn Mathews
Additional individuals contributing more than 5 records through our online recording site: Adrian Pugh,
Anna Sutcliffe, Cherry Greenway, Chloe Griffiths, Colin Russell, Dave Livingstone, David and Katherine
Slade, Denbeigh Vaughan, Dorothy Devereaux, Joe Gardom, Kate Smith, Liam Olds, Madeline Tasker, Nathan Walton, Nigel Baker, Olivia Atkinson, Victoria Bennett
Consultancies that have provided data: AECOM, Biodiversity Solutions, Hawkswood Ecology
Organisations that have provided data: Cardiff University, iRecord, National Trust, NRW, Vincent Wildlife
Trust, Welsh Government
A big thank you to all named as well as all the other users of our online recording system.

Recording Effort in West Wales 1990-2015

Heat map at 500m resolution of recording effort in west Wales for the period 1990-2015 (excluding
moths). Zoom in for higher resolution ©WWBIC
This maps presents an easy to
parse visualisation of recording
effort displayed via a spatial density analysis of records held by
WWBIC. Colours are coded on

quartiles from the bottom quartile cords for single locations creates
(green) to the top (red), dark
outliers that skew the quartile
green is zero. Moths have been
representation.
excluded for this particular map
because the large number of re2

Recording News
Marsh fritillary larval web season!
Marsh fritillary larval web surveys
on our rhos reserves have dominated our work days for the last
few weeks. It would be fair to say
that it generally isn’t the highlight
of my year and I don’t really look
forward to the task as since I
started my job numbers have
been very low. I was a bit apprehensive about a group of Aberystwyth University students joining
us for our Rhos Pil Bach survey as I
didn’t want to put them off completely! I was feeling slightly
hopeful, even after several bad
years, as a few adults were seen
earlier in the year, in two separate
fields. Near the end of our first
field we found 3 webs in a field
they haven’t been found in for
many years which was very exciting for me but I’m not sure the
students were quite as excited!
Unfortunately we didn’t find any
more webs, even in the usual
field, despite at least one adult
being seen. There were some
good patches of scabious and we
might have missed them! We got
some good frog, toad and lizard
records as well as a few butterflies so it wasn’t all negative, and
the sun shone!
Earlier in the year we spotted
over 90 adult marsh fritillaries at
Rhos Glyn yr Helyg so I expected
we would be successful in finding
some larval webs there but was
astonished when after three days
surveying the grand total was
671! Last year’s total was 42 so
this is a massive increase. (They
are surveyed using a transect
method so the actual number will
be higher.) They were spread over
most of the site and it was amazing to see so many and not have
to really search for them. The size
of the caterpillars and webs varied
greatly as did the size and shape
of the webs. With the sun shining

many of the caterpillars were out
basking. We also saw them stripping the outer layer of the
scabious stalks. I look forward to
seeing the adults next summer
and maybe won’t dread the larval
web surveys quite so much!
If you would like to volunteer with
us in Ceredigion there are work
parties on a Wednesday and

Thursday out on the reserves,
year round, contact Em on
07980932332 or
e.foot@welshwildlife.org or to
find out more about Ceredigion
reserves visit: http://
www.welshwildlife.org/where-ilive/ceredigion/information-onceredigion-nature-reserves/
Em Foot, WTSWW

Impressive Marsh fritillary webs with dense clustering's of caterpillars at Rhos Glyn yr Helyg ©Em Foot, WTSWW
3

Recording News
New Biological Recording project in Penparcau, Aberystwyth: "The Nature of our Village" starts in November 2015
Traditional skills and new technol- aged to best conserve what spe- Our approach to studying our loogy will be combined in an inno- cies we have.
cal ecology will be very practical,
vative project that aims to imand we will run a series of training
prove the understanding and con- We propose a project which
workshops which will introduce
servation of the wildlife in our
would put this right – galvanising
individuals of all ages (including
village, Penparcau in West Wales . and training local volunteers to
Our area suffers from a lack of
take on the job of identifying and those who wouldn’t normally take
wildlife records, meaning that cur- recording the species of our area, part in this kind of work) to accesrent land management may be
with the aim of understanding
sible techniques for creating roinappropriate through lack of
bust scientific data. We will
data. We aim to fill these
cover how to create a wildgaps by making an ambitious
life record, and introduce
survey of all wildlife, from
people to a range of tradimoths to mammals, buttertional and digital resources,
flies to plants, seashells to
including apps, that will help
dragonflies and birds to bees.
We will train up local people,
them to identify and record
using the latest apps and
an ambitious range of speonline resources, and also
cies. We will create access
traditional field craft and
to laptops and digital mateidentification guides, in both
rial that people would not
how to identify creatures, and
otherwise have had. We will
how to send in records so that
we can contribute to what is
help volunteers to pursue
known about the biodiversity
their own research into parof our area. Our new team of
ticularly under-recorded
trained wildlife recorder voltaxa, and to develop their
unteers will then create taiown specialisms. We’ll be
lored recommendations for
encouraging interhow different areas of our
village could be improved for Hawthorn berries, Ceredigion © Chloe Grif- generational working, and
wildlife, which will be based fiths
pairing people up to ensure
on the evidence we have colthat people with digital
lected. We have an agreement
how Penparcau fits into the bigger skills can learn from those with
from local landowners, including picture of Welsh wildlife. We aim
more traditional wildlife id skills,
Ceredigion County Council and
to establish what species we have
the local Wildlife Trust that they
in our area, by surveying as widely and vice versa, as we have found
this approach very helpful in the
will welcome our suggestions for as possible, and then, once we
how they can conserve and imhave a base line, to set up a moni- past.
prove the diversity of habitats in toring scheme that will show if
our area.
species numbers and their ranges
are expanding or contracting. We This project gratefully acknowlPenparcau is home to habitats
will feed this data to the Local
edges funding from the Nineveh
which are important on a national Record Centre and work with
Trust. If you would like to take
scale, (SSSIs and a LNR,) and is
them to visualise trends, using
part, please get in touch via email
part of the Dyfi Biosphere, and yet distribution maps. In this way we
to: chloe.griffiths.ecology@gmail.
it is also an area which is seriously aim to play our part in the naunder-recorded in terms of its
tional picture for the state of wild- com.
wildlife. This, worryingly, is likely life in the UK.
to lead to the area not being man-

Chloe Griffiths
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Gentians at Crwbin
Prompted by a notice in the local
paper that there was to be a public meeting concerning the proposal to re-open the Carboniferous Limestone quarry at Crwbin,
Carms (SN476133), Kath and I visited the site on 19th September
2015. As far as we are aware the
quarry was last worked at least
forty years ago. We had only previously visited the site in April
2009 when we concentrated on
the eastern half where there are a
series of shallow ponds that contain abundant stonewort Chara
sp. and Palmate Newts. Nearby
dry areas had Early-purple Orchid
Orchis mascula, Burnet-saxifrage
Pimpinella saxifraga and Common
buckthorn Rhamnus cathartica
but nothing outstanding. Stephen
and Ann Coker visited the quarry
later in the year to record Odonata and other invertebrates
when they discovered a population of Autumn Gentian Gentianella amarella comprising of at
least 100 plants. They revisited
on 27th August 2010 and noted an
additional discrete gentian population in another part of the
quarry.

Autumn Gentian growing through Trichostomum crispulum (Curly
Crisp-moss) ©Richard & Kath Pryce

Kath and I first searched for the
locations where Stephen and Ann
had made their 2009/10 records.
It took a few minutes before we
got our eye in to pick-out the
plants from the grey substrate as
almost all had passed flowering
and were, by mid-September, inconspicuous desiccated skeletons,
although a very few were of flowering, secondary growth, rabbit
nibbled plants! At the Coker’s
first site we counted 136 plants
In Carmarthenshire in recent
(in contrast to 100+ recorded by
years, G. amarella populations
them in 2009 and 85 in 2010)
have suffered serious declines at whilst at the second, we found
their classic dune slack sites at
over 7,000 plants where they had
both Tywyn Burrows and
previously recorded about 250.
Laugharne-Pendine due to smoth- Encouraged by that fact that at
ering by the increasing rankness
least the populations were extant,
of grassland vegetation. The spe- we went on to explore the recies also suffers seriously from the mainder of the western section of
constant munching sheep at its
the quarry (which we hadn’t vislime spoil sites at the old limeited in 2009). We found many
stone quarries on Mynydd Du.
more discrete ‘sub-populations’
Elsewhere in the county, the spe- and recorded each, noting its apcies has been recorded from only proximate area, the number of
four sites but none since 1997.
plants, their heights and associated species.
During our recent visit to Crwbin,

All sub-populations are established on former quarry benches
in very little soil or in moss cushions or carpets dominated by
Curly Crisp-moss Trichostomum
crispulum. The 25 separate subpopulations comprise of between
just one or two plants to up to
several thousand plants, but in
one rather inaccessible part of the
quarry, there is an extensive
population extending over an area
of c.30m x 20m which we estimated to reach at least 10,000
plants. The total for all the subpopulations amounts to between
20,000 and 25,000.
Noteworthy species most characteristically associated with the
gentian include Common Centaury Centaurium erythraea and,
less commonly, Yellow-wort
Blackstonia perfoliata and Blue
Fleabane Erigeron acer. Blackstonia has been recorded at only one
other inland site in Carms and the
Crwbin record, which includes
several stands numbering between just a few individuals up to
5
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Gentians at Crwbin (cont.)
c.50 plants, was a new hectad record.
The future of this well established
Gentianella population, albeit on
an anthropogenic site, must now
be uncertain. The species’ ability
to colonise abandoned limestone
quarry workings is not in doubt
but it depends upon the availability of open, unrestored limestone
surfaces, together with a considerable amount of time during
which it is not disturbed. Restora-

tion of the Torcoed and Torcoed
Fawr Quarries operated by the
same company and located adjacent to the Crwbin site, provides
the opportunity for suitable substrate to be made available for
plants such as Gentianella and
Blackstonia to become reestablished, possibly with assistance by translocation of seedcontaining, mossy material and
other substrate. The Torcoed restoration plan, which will need to
be approved by Carmarthenshire

County Council as Mineral Planning Authority, should therefore
ensure that appropriate action to
maintain the populations is specified and implemented.
Richard & Kath Pryce, Joint BSBI
VC44 recorders

Recording Sticta in Pembrokeshire and beyond
Sticta species in Pembrokeshire
Sticta is a genus of foliose lichens
restricted in the UK to the north
and west where it is associated
with ancient woodland and undisturbed gorges. Sticta species are
generally found amongst moss on
the trunks of trees and on mossy
rocks. They are highly intolerant
of air pollution. Here in west
Wales we are very lucky to have
relatively clean air, indicated by
the abundance of Usnea species
that festoon many trees; thus at
least locally we also have relatively good populations of Sticta.
Sticta is a key part of the
Lobarion community, which comprises some of the largest and
most distinct foliose lichens found
in Britain, including Lobaria pulmonaria, Tree Lungwort, a species
that has declined markedly in
west Wales. While some lichen
species are now returning to previously polluted areas in cities and
urban areas as levels of sulphur
dioxide in the air have reduced
over the past decades, species in
the Lobarion community such as
Sticta and Lobaria have continued
to decline.

Sticta makes an ideal lichen
genus for the nascent lichenologist to begin to look for as they
are large and distinctive, there are
only a few species, and they are
easily separated by eye or with a
hand lens. The presence of Sticta
also acts as an excellent indicator
that other rare oceanic lichens are
probably present in the area.
There are four species of
Sticta known in the UK, all of
which occur in west Wales, although one species is very local
(i.e. S. canariensis) and not discussed here. The three species
you are likely to come across are:
Sticta limbata Easily separated
from the others by its densely
sorediate margin (i.e. a dense
powdery edge to the lobes). The
two species below have isidia
(minute finger-like outgrowths).
Sticta sylvatica The commonest
species in Pembrokeshire; distinguished from S. fuliginosa by its
deeply incised lobes giving the
initial impression of being manylobed.
Sticta fuliginosa This species has

lobes not or hardly incised, often
appearing single-lobed.
For high quality pictures I would
recommend Alan Silverside’s lichen photograph resources. You
will find his Sticta photographs
here:
www.lichens.lastdragon.org/
index_QT.html
Where to look for Sticta in Pembrokeshire
Any ancient, wooded, sheltered,
wet valleys have a good chance of
containing at least one Sticta species. Look amongst the moss on
the trunks of large trees, often
close to flowing water. In valley
bottoms Sticta is often present on
relatively young willow. Other
typical sites include any hanging
Atlantic Oakwood, such as at Lawrenney, or any site with a large
number of ancient trees and a
good influx of moist, clean air
such as Stackpole estate.
Like Lobaria species, Sticta
individuals can persist for some
time in unsuitable conditions but
struggle or are unable to colonise
new trees in these localities. In
these situations they will only be
6
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Recording Sticta in Pembrokeshire and beyond (cont.)
found on veteran trees where
conditions were right when they
were colonised. This means it is
important to record not just the
substrate (species/medium the
lichen occurs on) but also the
abundance of Sticta, the age of
the trees which it is present on
and the surrounding habitat to get
a sense of the future of Sticta in
that location.

harder by the severe lack
of lichenologists in the
UK, demonstrated nicely
by the lack of a Vice
County recorder for lichens in Pembrokeshire,
despite its incredible lichen diversity. WWBIC
has records of 719 species for Pembrokeshire
alone, comparable to the
numbers of native vascular plant taxa in the Vice
County. However the
majority of these records
were made by a handful
of lichenologists, most of
them coming to Pembrokeshire from other
counties, often outside of
Wales.
It is likely that be- Abundant Sticta in suitable habitat: a
mossy tree trunk. For detailed pictures of
cause of the dearth of
skilled lichenologists, in individual species please see the link to
some areas Sticta is un- Alan Silverside’s webpage. ©Robert Shaw
der-recorded. It is therefore worth checking habitats that Guide by Frank Dobson. The FSC
appear suitable but do not have
also produce a number of good
any Sticta records as it may be
fold-out charts on lichen commupresent. I have found various spe- nities although there is no Locies of Sticta in a few suitable
barion community chart currently.
wooded valley locations in Pembrokeshire where they had not
Other resources:
previously been recorded.
www.britishlichensociety.org.uk/ Website of the British Lichen SociIf you are interested in recording ety
Sticta (or any other lichens) in
wales-lichens.org.uk/ - InformaPembrokeshire you can contact
tion about lichens in Wales
me at the address at the bottom www.lichens.lastdragon.org –
of the article. You can submit your Alan Silverside’s excellent photolichen records as with any other
graphic gallery of lichens
taxa through our online recording
tool: record.wwbic.org.uk. These Descriptions of species have been
will then be passed on to the Brit- modified from Dobson. Many
ish Lichen Society as well as Vice thanks to Stephen Chambers for
Country recorders if in VC44 Carhis input and corrections to this
marthenshire or VC46 Cardiganarticle and Sam Bosanquet for his
shire.
input.
If you want to learn more

The future for Sticta and Sticta
recording
The outlook for Sticta and the rest
of the Lobarion community in
Pembrokeshire is not promising.
While woodland flowering plant
species tend to persist in the fragments of ancient woodland we
have in west Wales regardless of
the land use around them, lichens
are far more vulnerable to air pollution than plants so are highly
affected by activities taking place
well outside of their habitat. This
includes fertiliser drift and deposition from intensive agriculture,
wide-travelling pollution from industry and localised pollution
from recreational constructs such
as caravan parks often situated in
or adjacent to ancient woodland
sites. Finally, and topically relevant, the increase in the number
of highly polluting diesel cars on
the roads as a percentage of total
cars cannot have been good for
lichens.
While the levels of sulphur
air pollutants across the whole of
the UK has fallen, continued decline in these lichens in Wales indicates that air pollution is still
having a negative effect on the
most sensitive lichen communities. It is therefore important to
continue to monitor Sticta species
at known locations to see which
continue to decline and which
about lichens the initial reference
Robert Shaw, WWBIC
remain healthy. This is made
work is Lichens: An illustrated

Robert@westwalesbiodiversity.org.uk
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Brown hairstreak spotting at West Williamston nature reserve
The Wildlife Trust reserve at Teifi
Marshes is also another good site
for this species. This year they
have been seen feeding on Hempagrimony (Eupatorium cannabinum). This is apparently the only
site in Wales where nectaring
Day 2 was a shadow of Day 1 with brown hairstreaks have been
only 10 brown hairstreaks seen,
seen.
all up in the canopy of ashes and
relatively lethargic with definitely A big thank you must be extended
no more egg laying. The weather to David Redhead, the county’s
on the two days was similar albutterfly recorder and Nikki
though this is typical hairstreak
Anderson, the voluntary warden
behaviour - one day all guns blaz- for West Williamston who were
ing, the next spent in harbour re- both instrumental in organising
fuelling.
the event and who continue to
On the first day 28 brown hairchampion the surveying for brown
streaks were observed - a record However, to fly the flag for West hairstreak at this reserve.
for the site in one day. This figure Williamston (one of the UK's best
has been humbled slightly by re- sites for this species) the reserve Nathan Walton
ceiving a report that on the same may have produced the first reWildlife Trust Officer, Pembrokeday another count was taking
cord of egg laying in 2015 in the
shire
place at a site in Hampshire where UK.
76 were recorded in 2 hours! So
On the 15 and 16th of August, avid
butterfly enthusiasts descended
on the Wildlife Trust of South and
West Wales’ nature reserve at
West Williamston to look for
brown hairstreak (Thecla betulae)
butterflies. The first aim was to
record as many individual adults
(in one day) as possible to help in
trying to assess the size of the
overall population. The second
aim was to continue to look for
‘assembly’ trees by recording
early morning males, and which
trees they were in.

there is a challenge for the next
Hairstreak Weekend in 2016. The
28 recorded were mainly males
up in the canopy of ashes but 5
were low level females of which 3
were observed egg laying.

Assembly Ash at West Williamston WTSWW Nature Reserve © Nathan Walton, WTSWW
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WWBIC Recording Days 2015 - Field reports
WWBIC held five recording days
in 2015. This was a slight step up
from previous years, 2014 hosted
four and 2013 three. These were
split with two in both Ceredigion
and Pembrokeshire with one in
Carmarthenshire.

marshy grassland and Rhos pasture leading us to some of the
botanical interests that she was
aware of.
Species recorded were predominantly plants with 164 plant species noted, a further 15 invertebrates, 6 fungi, 8 lichen, 1 amphibian, 1 mammal and 7 bird
species were also recorded. Interesting species of note were Water
stick-insect (Ranatra linearis)
identified by Richard Pryce in a
hydroelectric feeder pond. This
species has been rarely recorded
in West Wales though is quite
common in the South and East of
the UK as well as south-east
Wales and may be spreading
west. Other species include a single example of Polygonatum multiflorum (Native Solomon’s Seal) a
widespread but rarely abundant
native plant not to be confused
with the familiar garden hybrid
sometimes seen naturalised in the
wild.

Carmarthenshire
Carmarthenshire recording day
This took place at Nant-y-garreg,
near Saron (GR: SN370365) on 7th
July with kind permission from
Sally Hall. The site is a very low
intensity farm with a high focus
on sustainability and providing a
wide range of habitats for different wildlife to make use of. There
are a number of large ponds and
scrapes, hay meadows, scrub, ancient woodland, Rhos pasture and
recent mixed broadleaf plantation
with an extensive network of well
managed hedgerows between.
Weather was good though somewhat windy, defying the forecast
for heavy rain throughout the day.
After very kindly providing us with
hot drinks and cakes at lunch,
Sally joined us in the afternoon
Ceredigion
while we visited the ponds,
1st Ceredigion recording day

Water Stick-insect (Ranatra linearis) Nant-y-garreg, Carms. The largest water insect in Britain and a formidable ambush predator. Note
the strong hooked front legs like that of a Mantis, designed for
catching and holding onto prey as large as tadpoles. ©Robert Shaw

Lesser Skullcap (Scutullaria minor), Blaencleddau, 17th July
©Robert Shaw
This took place at Moelgolomen,
near Talybont (GR: SN694874) on
11th June with kind permission
from Rhodri Lloyd-Williams. Eight
recorders set out to look at a
small part of this 300ha upland
sheep farm. Habitats included
improved pasture, ponds, ffrid,
marshy grassland, upland grassland with flushes, a former metal
mine site with spoil and an upland
river gorge. As the site was so
large we only managed to visit the
lowest areas, concentrating on
habitats that were expected to be
species rich. Some botanical highlights included a species rich flush
with Round-leaved Sundrew
(Drosera rotundifolia), Star Sedge
(Carex echinata) and Pill Sedge
(Carex pilulifera) as well as a colony of Beech Fern (Phegopteris
connectilis) in a gorge.
2nd Ceredigion Recording day
This took place at Plas-y-berllan,
near Aberporth (GR: SN278502)
on 30th July with kind permission
from Joe and Trudi Finch. In a nice
9
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WWBIC Recording Days 2015 - Field reports (cont.)

Ffrid at Moelgolomen, Ceredigion, 11th June. Western gorse (Ulex galii) not in
flower on the right and European gorse (Ulex europaeus) in flower on the left showing the distinction in flowering times between the two species. (zoom in for better
resolution). ©Robert Shaw

contrast to the first Ceredigion
recording day, this was an 18ha
site meaning we could visit almost
all of it during the day, although
its position across two tetrads
caused some consternation. The
site included a nice section of ancient woodland running along the
Afon Saith valley with a lush field
layer of Soft Shield-fern
(Polystichum setiferum) as well as
Beech woodland, improved pasture, ponds, scrubby fields and
hedgerows.
All together 188 plant and 105
lichen species were recorded. 10
Butterfly and 5 Odonata were also
recorded. Of unusual note was
Bog Pimpernelle (Anagallis tenella) growing in the lawn near the
house.

the afternoon as we looked in the
Rhos pasture and around the
newly dug ponds and scrapes.
Sarah also kindly gave everyone a
tour of the work in progress at the
farm and Andy gave everyone
some invertebrate based snacks
to try.
The farm continues to be a working farm, on top of the other developments, with mixed cattle
grazing on pasture ranging from
Rhos to improved grassland and
arable fields with potatoes. It is
hoped that the arable fields will
allow suitable habitat for declining arable weeds such as Corn
Marigold (Glebionis segetum). A
search for Three-lobed Watercrowfoot (Ranunculus tripartitus)
didn’t turn up any plants on site
though plants were found just
Pembrokeshire
two metres outside of the
1st Pembrokeshire recording day boundaries and hopefully will
This took Place at Dr Beynon’s Bug colonise into the ponds and
Farm, Harglodd-isaf, near St
poached areas.
th
David’s (GR: SM7742610) on 26
May, with kind permission from
2nd Pembrokeshire recording day
Dr Sarah Beynon and Andy HolOur 2nd Pembrokeshire day was
croft. Sarah, Andy and some of
also spent in north Pembs at
her assistants accompanied us in Blaencleddau (lit. the front or tip

of the Cleddau) on 17th July. No
surprise then that the Eastern
Cleddau arises from various
springs on and around the farm.
This day was held with kind permission from Val and Eddie Kirby,
many thanks to Eddie for showing
us around and providing a lot of
information about the history of
management on the farm. Blaencleddau farm includes a significant
portion of the Gweunydd Blaencleddau SSSI and Val and Eddie
have been managing their land as
sympathetically as possible for
biodiversity for many years including some excellent wet pastures
with abundant Whorled Caraway
(Carum verticillatum), Lesser
Skullcap (Scutellaria minor) and
Ivy-leaved Bellflower
(Wahlenbergia hederacea). Nine
recorders turned up 152 plant
species, 81 moths, 35 bird species,
and good range of diptera , hymenoptera and other invertebrates, mollusc, amphibian and
mammal species, as well as one
known and one new site for the
nationally rare Section 42 lichen
Usnea articulata

A big thank you to all the volunteer recorders who took the time
to attend one or more of our days,
the great support for recording
days from the recording community is what makes the days so
successful and we look forward to
seeing you at recording days in
2016. As always if you have any
suggestions for sites or know any
landowners who would be interested in hosting a day let us know.
Robert Shaw, WWB IC
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UK National Fungus Day weekend in Pembrokeshire with PFRN

The Pembrokeshire Fungus Recording Network held two events
to support the UK National Fungus
Day weekend (10th/11th October)
- an annual programme of public
engagement activities aimed at
introducing the wider public to
the wonders of the Fungal Kingdom. The overall programme is
coordinated by the British Mycological Society with support from
a number of other organisations
including the National Botanic
Garden of Wales. Fungus groups
provide the local component of
the programme.
The first event, held on the morning of 10th October 2015, was a
sand dune excursion at Poppit
Sands organised in conjunction
with the Darwin Centre and led by
David Harries. In spite of a rather
dry period leading up to the weekend, the event was well supported and an enthusiastic group
soon started finding interesting
species. The highlight for many
was the discovery of a fine collection of Phallus hadriani - a striking
stink-horn which emerges from
purple eggs nestling amongst
marram grass in the dunes.

Phallus hadriani amongst Marram grass ©David Harries
cybe reidii (honey waxcap).
After a brief interval for lunch,
several members of the party
moved on to the Welsh Wildlife
Centre at Cilgerran for an afternoon event organised in conjunction with the Wildlife Trust of
South and West Wales. This was
led by by Adam Pollard who
guided the group along a woodland walk overlooking the Teifi
waterway. The foray provided a
steady stream of records including
a colourful collection of Hygro-

Particular thanks are due to Sam
Williams (Darwin Centre) and Nia
Stephens (WTSWW) for their help
in organising the events. The
BMS/UKFD handouts were well
received, with sufficient available
to hand on to the partners for
display and distribution within
their respective organisations.
David Harries, Pembrokeshire
Fungus Recording Network

WWBIC Data on the NBN Gateway
As part of WWBIC’s obligations to
Natural Resources Wales, one of
our core funders, we are required
to upload data holdings to the
NBN Gateway. This will be uploaded at publically viewable
resolution of 10km2, and may be
viewed at a higher resolution only
if a request is made to us as data
administrator. The only exception

is for our invasive non-native species dataset which has been uploaded with public access to full
resolution to assist with any INNS
monitoring and control projects.

recording schemes.

If you have any queries or concerns please do not hesitate to
get in touch with Colin
(colin@westwalesbiodiversity.org.
We are currently canvassing
uk). If you are not familiar with
county dataset holders to request the NBN Gateway, here is a link to
permission before uploading and the website: https://
to avoid duplication with national data.nbn.org.uk/
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Planning Tool: Connecting and Defending Biodiversity

Screenshot of the Planning Tool in action showing Otter habitat suitability and Partner land holdings
around Stackpole
Towards the end of 2014 WWBIC
was involved in a partnership bid
to the WG Nature Fund for a project entitled, “Castlemartin Peninsula: Integrating Natural and Social Resources.” This is a landscape scale project with several
aims including increasing resilience of ecosystems and reversing
the decline in biodiversity. Several organisations in the partnership had significant land holdings
within the project area and all had
a role in managing the landscape.
Several private land owners were
also involved, including Valero,
owners of the refinery within the
project area.

benefit. Using our ArcGIS Server
license, Habitat Info created the
webview and WWBIC developed
the GIS new layers.

ing from Pembrokeshire Biodiversity Partnership. We also demonstrated it to a wider audience at a
project event in Stackpole and in a
workshop at the Wales Biodiversity Partnership conference. Both
generated a lot of interest, several
people commented on it’s potential as a useful tool for land management based on ecosystems
services.

The layers visible on the website
are; partner land holdings, water
catchment, habitat, biodiversity
assessment, protected sites and
several layers related to species.
Of the latter, five were selected;
bats, choughs, otters, pollinators
and farmland birds. With the exception of farmland birds all have Colin Russell
an accompanying habitat suitabilManager, WWBIC
ity layer which can be switched on
and overlaid on to the selected
base map. With the aid of a transparency slider, underlying layers
The partnership asked us to build can be made visible to show for
on the Pembrokeshire Biodiversity example, the land holdings and
Assessment work we had done in satellite imagery. The screen shot
2010 and create an interactive on below displays otter habitat suitline website where several GIS
ability overlaid on to these layers.
layers could be displayed, manipulated and used to identify
We are now working to extend
locations on the ground where
this service to the whole of the
practical actions would yield most county thanks to additional fund-
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Training Days 2015
Wales Biodiversity Partnership
again secured funding from Welsh
Government to enable WWBIC to
run three training days in 2015,
free of charge to attendees.
Solitary Bee day—20th June
At the request of a few of our recorders we agreed to organise a
day of training on solitary bee ID.
This day was led by Ian Cheeseborough, who kindly agreed to
travel all the way from Shropshire
to Stackpole to run the course.
We began with an introductionrefresher in the Stackpole Outdoor Learning Centre for the first
half of the morning, going through
the key identification features and
main families of solitary bees. We
then headed out onto the sandy
grassland of Stackpole warren and
spent most of the day looking for
and identifying in the field. The
excellent habitat at Stackpole
meant bees from almost all of the
main families were found by the
end of the day.

Searching for Marsh fritillary larval webs at Rhos Llwr Cwrt, 12th Sep
©Kate Smith

The day was designed to offer
training in a group which has traditionally been off-putting to even
experienced recorders as too hard
to approach and Ian did a great
job of showing us that solitary
bees, while undoubtedly a difficult taxonomic group to ID are not
beyond identification and don’t
need to be written off as impossible!

Ian pointing out various bees in this prime solitary bee habitat, a
sandy blow-out at Stackpole ©Robert Shaw

Ian Cheeseborough is an independent Ecological Consultant and
Vice County recorder for Bees,
Wasps and Ants in VC55
(Shropshire)

Marsh Fritillary Days—5th and
12th September
On consecutive Saturdays in September Dr Deborah Sazer led two
Marsh fritillary training days at
Rhos Llawr Cwrt, National Nature
Reserve, near Talgarreg in Ceredigion. The reserve is a fine example
of Rhos pasture with lots of
Devil’s-bit Scabious (Succisa pratensis) and is a fabulous habitat for
the Marsh fritillary (Euphydryas
aurinia) butterfly.
Deborah described the life cycle
of the butterfly, its distribution
and habitat preferences during
the morning. There was an opportunity for discussion about maintaining suitable habitat and how
to record the presence and abundance of the butterfly on a site. In
the afternoon we went on to the
reserve to look for larval webs. On
the first Saturday nine larval webs
13
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Training Days 2015 (cont.)
were counted, on the second only
one could be found. Deborah
thought this difference may have
been due to heavy rain the night
before the second training day.
Many thanks to Deborah for a
fascinating insight into this butterfly and thanks also to NRW for
hosting the training days.

Staff News

WWBIC would like to thank Wales
Biodiversity Partnership and
Welsh Government for securing
and providing funding to enable
us to organise these training
courses in 2015 WWBIC would
also like to thank our trainers and
attendees for making the courses
a success.

Kate Smith & Robert Shaw,
Dr Deborah Sazer is an independ- WWBIC
ent Ecological Consultant who has
worked for many years surveying
and conserving Marsh fritillaries
in West Wales

Final Words

We are pleased to say that Kate
Smith has returned to WWBIC after her maternity leave working
three days per week.
It is with regret following on from
the departure of Vicky Swann
shortly after the publication of our
Spring newsletter that Madeline
Tasker has also retired from
WWBIC after completing an extensive project digitising paper records from the reserves of the
Wildlife Trust of South and West
Wales which fall within the
WWBIC region. We wish her all
the best in the future.

Final Picture

As the clocks have gone back and the nights are
drawing in the “traditional” recording season is
now over. However, there’s still plenty to see
and record throughout the winter: fungi are
emerging at the moment and bryophytes and
lichens don’t go anywhere as well as the big influx of wintering birds so we look forward to receiving any winter records you might make!
A big thank you to all who have contributed to
the work of WWBIC this year, whether it was to
the newsletter, sending records to us, attending
our recording days, attending or leading one of
our training days, volunteering in the office with
data entry or promoting the good cause of biological recording in west Wales.
If you have any comments or feedback regarding
this newsletter please email:
colin@westwalesbiodiversity.org.uk or phone
the WWBIC office on 01994 241468

The wonderful (or not so wonderful) world of garden plants “in the wild”. The beautiful and deadly
Monk’s-hood (Aconitum napellus) growing on a
recently disturbed roadside bank near Tavernspite, at least 300m from the nearest garden.

@wwbic1
West Wales Biodiversity Information Centre
Web: wwbic.org.uk

Record species online: record.wwbic.org.uk
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