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 IŜƭƭƻ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ  ǘƘŜ ннƴŘ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²².L/  .ǳƭƭŜǘƛƴΣ ŦƻǊ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмпΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ 

ǘƘŀƴ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ōǳǘ L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ǉǳǘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƻŦŦ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΦ YŀǘŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ƻƴ ƳŀǘŜǊƴƛǘȅ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǎƻ L  

have temporarily taken over putting the Bulletin together while she is away. Hope you all enjoy reading 

and many thanks to all who have contributed articles and photographs. 

Robert Shaw, WWBIC 

WWBIC Data Holdings Update 

Greater Butterfly Orchid (Platanthera chlorantha) at Dyfed Permaculture Farm Trust, 
WWBIC Carmarthenshire recording day 2014 ©Kate Smith 

WWBIC currently holds 1,222,837 records in our Recorder 6 Database and there are 1,118,739 records in 
the GIS reporting species layer. This is up from 1,184,108 and 1,093,339 respectively at our last newslet-
ter. 
 
Since the last Newsletter we have received datasets large and small from: Vaughn Matthews, Arthur 
Chater, TerrAqua Eccological Services Ltd, Bob Haycock, Lizzie Wilberforce, Chloe Griffiths, Scott Roe, 
Adrian Pugh, Pembrokeshire Rivers Trust, Rob Colley, Michael Woods Associates, Deborah Sazer, Theresa 
Greenaway and Robin Taylor among others, thank you to all who have submitted records.  
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Ceredigion Moth Recording Update 

 
Moth recording in Ceredigion 
The county moth group now has a 
Blog on which recorders can post 
details, including photographs, of 
any moths which may be of inter-
est. The ability to post photo-
graphs is a very useful way of 
gaining feedback about the 
moths, particularly useful when  

confirmation of identification is 
required. This is a valuable tool 
for beginners who are not so con-
fident of their identification skills. 
Anyone may add comments re-
garding any individual post, but 
we also have several experienced 
moth-ers who regularly check the 
blog, so help with identification 
will be reasonably quick. The blog 
can be viewed by visiting: http://
ceredigionmoths.blogspot.co.uk/ 
or by searching for "Ceredigion 
moths" in Google or other search 
engine. 

This year's warm, drier weather 
has been good for moths and 

there have been some notable 
species reported on the blog. 
Seven species which are rated as 
nationally scarce have been re-
corded: Waved carpet (Hydrelia 
sylvata), Double line (Mythimna 
turca), Blomer's rivulet (Discoloxia 
blomeri), Rosy marsh moth 
(Eugraphe subrosea), Four-
spotted footman (Lithosia 
quadra), Shore wainscot 
(Mythimna litoralis), and Marsh 
oblique-barred (Hypenodes humi-
dalis 

A Word About Micro Moths 
In the past micro recording in the 
county has been restricted to the 
efforts of visiting entomologists, 
but  since the publication of Phil 
Sterling and Mark Parsons, Field 
Guide to Micro Moths,  just about 
two years ago now the interest in 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ΨƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōǊƻǿƴ ƧƻōǎΩ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴπ
ŎǊŜŀǎŜŘΦ  wƛŎƘŀǊŘ [ŜǿƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ  
great artwork showing the moths 
in their natural resting pose has 
made identification much easier 
and even some people who have 
ōŜŜƴ ΨƳƻǘƘƛƴƎΩ ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜŘ 
ǘƻ ǎŀȅ άƻƘ L Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƘǳŎƪ ǘƘŜƳ ƻǳǘέΣ 
are having a go. 
Since the appearance of this book  

 
we have had a few county first 
recorded. All of these records 
have been verified and confirmed, 
in some cases by genitalia deter-
mination.  Verification of new re-
cords is most important as so 
many micro moths look similar 
and indeed in some cases cannot 
be identified to a species by any 
other means.  Please do not let 
this put you off!  Hang on to your 
moth if possible, they are fine in 
the fridge for a few days, or take a 
photograph and contact the 
County Recorder via email or the 
ΨōƭƻƎΩΦ  ²Ŝ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǊŜπ
cords. 
 
Ina Smith, County Moth Recorder 
(micros) 
Tony Allenby,  Blog Administrator 

Shore wainscot inhabits coastal sand-dunes 
and has been recorded fairly regularly at Ynys-
las in the north of the county. ©Tony Allenby 

The Rosy marsh moth (Eugraphe subrosea) is 
classified as a Red Data Book (RDB) endan-
gered species. Its strongholds are the bogs of 
Cors Caron and Cors Fochno.  ©Tony Allenby 

Marsh oblique-barred, as its name suggests, 
inhabits wet places like bogs, marshes, and 
water meadows, but they are reputed to 
travel some distance from their site when 
weather conditions are right. Earlier this year, 
on very warm nights, these moths appeared in 
Aberystwyth and Aberporth. ©Tony Allenby 

Recording News 

http://ceredigionmoths.blogspot.co.uk/
http://ceredigionmoths.blogspot.co.uk/
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Since 2004, Sea Trust, the Fish-
guard based marine conservation 
group, have been recording and 
monitoring the marine wildlife 
around the Pembrokeshire Coast. 
Specialising in recording and 
monitoring cetaceans (Whales, 
Dolphins and Porpoises but also 
focusing on conservation and pro-
tection of all our fantastic marine 

ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜΣ ά[ƻŎŀƭ tŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀŦπ
ǘŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜέ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ 
slogan and aim.  
 
This stems back to the dark days 
of the Sea Empress oil spill which 
highlighted lots of knowledge 
gaps about our marine environ-
ment and biodiversity. It became 
obvious that without people get-
ting out to sea or recording sight-
ings from the shore those knowl-
edge gaps would continue to 
widen. So as a Wildlife Trust 
member and supporter I offered 
to form a marine section based 
here in Pembrokeshire.  
 
Sea Trust as we became known 
went from strength to strength, 
with our porpoise watch events at 
Strumble Head, small boat sur-
veys and ferry surveys aboard the 
ά{ǘŜƴŀ 9ǳǊƻǇŜέΦ hǳǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ 
give slide shows all around the 
county and hundreds of local peo-
ple have volunteered with us over  

 
the past ten years and continue to 
do so. Thanks to our longstanding 
partnership with Stena Line our 
ferry survey routes now include 
Fishguard to Rosslare, Holyhead 
to Dublin and new for this year 
Rosslare to Cherbourg in France.   
 
Our biggest challenge to date, 
came a couple of years ago when 
the council was thinking to close 
the Ocean Lab in Fishguard Har-
bour. We negotiated with them 
and development company Cony-
gar to keep it open and use it as a 
base to develop a marine exhibi-
tion alongside the café and soft 
play area that form a hub for our 
community. We were successful 
in doing so, saving existing jobs 
and even creating two new jobs. 
In doing so we reformed into a 
άbƻǘ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻŦƛǘέ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ LƴǘŜǊπ
est Company.  

 
The Ocean Lab is now the centre 
of our operations, open seven 
days a week summer and winter. 
A steady stream of visitors from 
all over the world (also many lo-
cals) visit our exhibition of local 
marine wildlife with volunteers 
conducting tours giving a unique 
view of our work and Pembroke-
ǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜΦ hƴ {ǳƴπ
days, Silent World 2U visit with 
their reptiles, snakes and creepy 

crawlies adding a different dimen-
sion to what we offer. 
 
Although most of our effort is lo-
cally focused, we are founder 
members of the European Ceta-
cean Monitoring Coalition repre-
senting Wales and also represent 
Wales in the World Cetacean Alli-
ance. This year we will be publish-
ing a report based on ten years of 
month by month survey work 
aboard the Stena Europe. It will 
be the longest running and most 
comprehensive survey of cetace-
ans ever undertaken in Welsh wa-
ters and for the first time we have 
a seasonal view of their comings 
and goings! 
 
All our records are converted to 
ArcView GIS and made available 
to all through West Wales Biodi-
versity Information Centre. To see 
what we are up to or find out 
more about us see our website or 
on Facebook or our Whales in 
Wales blog! 
 
www.seatrust.org.uk 
Telephone: 01348874737 
Email: seatrustwales@gmail.com or 
info@seatrust.org.uk 

 
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter 

 
Suppor ted by Natura l  Resources 
Wales, Environment Wales and the Welsh  
Government 

{Ŝŀ ¢ǊǳǎǘΣ tŜƳōǊƻƪŜǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǊπ
vation group is ten years old and going 
strong! 

Recording News 

©Sea Trust 

©Sea Trust 
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