
Brown Hairstreak Egg Counts in Ceredgion 
Our Brown Hairstreak butterfly egg counts usually start in November and go through until the end of           

March. 

The Brown Hairstreak is a seldom seen butterfly, espe-

cially as an adult on the wing, as they much prefer to fly 

around the tops of trees, especially Oaks and Ash,  where 

mating takes place, and where they like to feed on the 

honeydew produced by Aphids.  However, on occasions, 

they will come down to lower levels to feed on Bramble 

and herbaceous flowers.  The butterfly is on the wing 

from  late July until September, but can still be flying into 

October.  Because the butterfly is rarely seen,  this may 

lead to underreporting.  The adult female  lays her eggs 

on Blackthorn, preferring younger shoots, and luckily for us, she lays on the Blackthorn between 0.2—1.5 

metres from ground level.   Also, to make things easier for us, her eggs are white, so they do stand out, and 

she also lays on clean Blackthorn stems, so any that are Lichen covered can be discounted. 

Eggs are usually laid singly by the leaf buds or on a fork  on the Blackthorn branch, but as you can see from 

the pictures, occasionally you do get doubles, and very rarely you can get multiple eggs on one small bush. 

In Ceredigion  most  records since 2000 have been along the Teifi valley, and as you can see from the maps 

on the following page, since 2015—2020 there has been a huge decline in the numbers of both butterfly 

sightings and eggs recorded.  This is mainly down to loss of habitat, but also to lack of volunteers to help 

with the egg counts, and, also because of the Covid restrictions  in the winter of 2020, hardly any recording 

was undertaken. 

You can help by: 

Volunteering some time to help with Black Hairstreak egg monitoring either with a group, or as a communi-

ty venture in an area identified. 

If you are a landowner and have uncut Blackthorn hedges with mature Oak or Ash along the hedgeline, by 

surveying your own site for any eggs.  (Don’t be disappointed if you do not find anything, even negative re-

sults count). If you’d like to see a real egg to be sure, then contact us and we can include you in a visit to a 

known occupied site. 



The map on the left shows 

Brown Hairstreak sightings rec-

orded during the period from 

2010—2014, and shows quite a 

number of records along the 

Teifi valley, with a couple of 

sightings inland. 

 

 

 

The map below shows the 

sightings for 2015—2020, and 

taking into account very few 

records were from 2020 due to 

Covid restrictions, shows a 

drastic reduction in the num-

bers of records for Ceredigion. 

We would like to revisit some 

of the original 2010-2014 sites 

to see if there is still a presence 

of Brown Hairstreak in these 

areas or have they been lost. 

Areas that have had positive records post 2000 and the last year surveyed 

Ceredigion Coast Path—2017-18 

Llandygwydd—2008 

NW of Cenarth—2012 

East of Beulah—2007 

Brongest—no data 

Troedyrhiw to Berllan—2013 

Llandysul—no data 

Llanfair—2013 

Dolbantau—2014 

Capel Dewi—1999/2000 

Newgate—2008 

Rhuddlan—2006 

Llangeitho village and Aeron Parc– 2007 

Parc to Trebedw—no data 

Llandyfriog—2020 adult butterfly recorded. 

If you would like to help in any way—volunteer to do egg counts or even have 

land that you would like us to survey, please contact Paul Taylor (Ceredigion 

County Butterfly Recorder) 

E-mail: paulandlesleytaylor@gmail.com 

Tel: 07811 403713 

Land line: 01239 654742 
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